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Right we're talking all about Pinterest here!
 
This workbook sits alongside the video I have created for you, so 
print this off and then go and watch the video!
 
If your ideal customer is a rich woman with money to spend 
(Business Insiders words, not mine) then you need to be getting 
yourself on Pinterest!
 
I have currently got a simple Pinterest strategy, which I'll go into later 
and already Pinterest is the 4th biggest driver for traffic to my 
website and what interest me about Pinterest traffic is that they visit 
on average 8 different pages and spend around 7 minutes on my site.
 
This is internet gold! 
 
How do I know this - google analytics (a guide to this will be in the 
vault soon!)
 
Also if Pinterest is a thing you want to explore, make sure you have 
gone through the workbooks on Website Development - as you'll 
want your website tip top if you're going to the effort of sending 
traffic there.
 
You'll also want to have a really good idea of how your ideal 
customer is as you'll be creating Pins for them - so make sure you've 
gone through the Ideal Customer workbook in Developing your 
Personal brand!
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Ok so how does Pinterest work in practice?
 
As a user of Pinterest you will search for topics and create boards 
based on interests. 
 
It's been used both for product search and information search.
 
So kitchens, shoes and ceramics, as well as how to's and city guides.
 
If you can think of it Pinterest has it!
 
One of the first things you will want to do is go into your account 
setting and make sure your account is a business account:
 
Convert a personal account to a business account
Log in to your account
Go to pinterest.com/business/convert/
Fill in your business name and website, then select a business type
Click Create account
 
Then you can pick your business type under 'settings' and 'account 
settings'.
 
You'll also want to make sure your website is verified. For this you 
need to go to 'settings' and then 'claim'. Follow these instructions to 
add the code to your site: 
https://help.pinterest.com/en-gb/business/article/claim-your-website
 
Also add the pinit button to your chrome task bar to make pinning 
online simple!
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Ok so how does Pinterest work?
 
Unlike other social media platforms Pinterest is more akin to search 
than social.
 
Pinterest is positioning itself as an alternative to google. Rather than 
search and see a bank of text. People can search on Pinterest and find 
lots of gorgeous images.
 
So a thing to note here is that people go to Pinterest looking for 
things!
 
So rather than Facebook, which is more mindless scrolling and 
Instagram, looking to be inspired. People go to Pinterest looking for 
things - things to buy, advice for things - so you want to be showing 
up. 
 
People on Pinterest have a buyers mindset - they are going there 
looking for things to buy - and that's hopefully going to be you!
 
Plus if you create a great pin it can have a shelf life of up to 4 years. 
So that pin you create can be sending people to your site for 4 years!
 
As opposed to a good Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn post 
working for around 2 days!
 
That's something to think about!
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Knowing that Pinterest is a search engine - keywords are all 
important. Do a search for your topics on Pinterest and write down 
the keywords that are auto-completed in the search.

Choose 10-15 keywords you want your business associated with.
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Pinterest has also started using hashtags. You can have up to 20 
hashtags per posts. Write down 20 hashtags you could use for 
your business.

What is the difference between hashtags and keywords?
 
Keywords are searched via the best performing post - kind of like a 
Facebook newsfeed - the most popular posts are at the top.
 
Hashtags are searched chronologically - the most recent posts will 
be at the top.
 
Hashtags are new to Pinterest, so not widely used - but they may 
catch on, so well worth including.
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How does Pinterest work?
 
So the Pinterest Algorithm is called the Pinterest Smart Feed.
 
This is what shows up when we search or just turn up in Pinterest 
(think Facebook newsfeed).
 
It works similar to the algorithm in other social media sites. The 
most popular pins (high value pins - most pinned) based on the 
users interest will be at the top of the Pinterest Smart Feed.
 
The more re-pins you have and clicks to your website the higher up 
the smart feed you will go!
 
What makes a good pin?
 
Well it needs to look good - will go into that in a bit.
 
You need the right keywords in your description. But, they need to 
match the content - don't just keyword stuff, use the keywords for 
that piece of content (you can be marked down in Pinterest thinks 
you are keyword stuffing!)
 
Include a call to action in your description - 'click the pin to find out 
more!'
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You can pin your pin on multiple boards - just makes sure you pin it 
in the most important board first.
 
Encourage other people to pin from your site as well!
 
Make sure if your using wordpress you use the 'alt tag' part of 
uploading your images and in squarespace 'filename'.
 
Whatever you write in 'alt tag' or 'filename' will be dragged with 
the pin and used as the description.
 
Plus you want to do this anyway as it will tell google what the 
content of the image is and will be listed under google search 
(another way for you to be found).
 
You could write 'Pin this!' under the image on your site to 
encourage people to pin from your site.
 
Make sure you have no broken links on pinterest - pinterest is not a 
fan of this and will penalise you!
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Ok, so now we're going to talk about strategy!
 
Hold onto your seats!
 
So here's my basic pinterest strategy.
 
I create a blog post with my Ideal Paying Customer in mind.
 
I then create a pin in 'canva' for my blog post.
 
I drop them pin into the body of the text of my blog post.
 
I make sure I have completed the 'alt text' or 'filename'.
 
I then pin from my site (using the pinit button on my taskbar)
 
And pin my pin to the board of my choice.
 
And voila!
 
Now to be a good pinner and rank highly you'll want to pin more 
often than once a week. So you can pin your pins in different 
boards. You can pin directly from Instagram (I'll show you how in 
the next workbook/video) and you'll want to be pinnin other 
people's pins.
 
The word on the street is 5 pins from you a day - your own content 
first! But at the very least do the basic strategy above!
 


